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1. (C) Section 1. Operations: Significant Activities.

a. During the reporting period 1 August 1968 -~ 31 October 1968 the
2d Drigade, 1st Cavalry Division (AM) participated in operation Jeb
Stuart III and from the period 11/0700 September 1968 -~ 02/1200 Cctober
1968 conducted operation Comanche Falls (Lam Son 261) with units from
the 1st and 3d Brigades and the 1st Regiment, ist Division (ARVN). From
the period 02/1200 October 1968 - continuing through the reporting period
the 2d Drigade conducted operation Comanche Falls FPhase II in conjunction
with the 1st ARVN RBegiment !'s continuing operation lam Son 261.

(1) Uperation Jeb Stuart III begen 17 May 1968 and continued
through the reporting period. The alignment of the 2d Drigade AC at the
beginning of the reporting period had 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry
responsible for security of Wunder Deach, LZ Hardcore, Skyking Rlwvd and
that portion of Highway 555 in the Brigade AO, with their CP located at .
Wunder Beach. 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry contimued to have COPCON
to them one company from the 1st Brigade alternating with one company
of the 3d Brigade for the security of Wunder Neach. They also had one
company (~) from 2d 3attalion, 12th Cavalry OPCON for the security of 1Z
Hardcore and one troop, D 1-9 Cavalry OPCON as a maneuver troop, giving
then 3 armored troops to operate with. D 1~9 Cavelry remained OPCON
until 04/1020 Cctober 1968, when they returned OFCON to 1-9 Cavalry.

(2) 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry had their CP located at IZ Nancy
and was responsible for the security of IZ Nancy and the Brigade portion
of Ql~-1 along with the north end south bridges. They supplied one
company(~) to 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavelry for security of L2 Hardcore
and used the one platoon of this OPCON company to secure the twe bridges.
Their area of operations covered the northeast.central portion of the
Brigade AQ and they operated with 3 maneuver companies,

(3) 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry had their CP located at IZ
Darbara and was responsible for its security, while providing one company
CPCUN to 2d Drigade for security of 1Z Jane, the Drigade CF, They operated
in the southwest central portion of the Brigade AQ with 3-maneuver

- (4) 2d Dattalion, 8th Cavalry was respensible for operations
in the southwest portion of the Brigade AO and had their CP located at
LZ Carol. They operated with four maneuver companies. ;

_ (5) Enemy activity in the month of Aupgust increased, with the
erployment of mortars against 1Z's and company FOB!'s throughout the AO.
This aggressive enemy activity culminated at 0054 hours on the 16th of
kugust, 4n estimated reinforced Sapper Compeny launchegl a coordinated
mortar and ground attack on the southern portion of the perimeter of 12
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Nancy. This contact resulted in 15 sappers penetrating the perimebor-
wires and throwing satchel charges at its defenders. ARA, artillery,
the Alr Force gunship "Spooky" and 11th Aviation Group flareships were
employed by the 2d Bettalion, 12th Cavalry in the defense of IZ Nancy.
The result of this atteck was 18.U.S. KIA =nd 55 U.S. WI., while the
eneny had 17 KIA and 2 POV WIA. The enemy equiprment losses were 7
small arms, 6 crew served weapons, 2 large caliber rounds, 360 rounds
small arms amrio and 11 satchel cherges. The evening of the 16th found
lights and individuals sighted to the south and west of IZ Nancy,
frtillery and ARA cngaged with a negative assessment.

(0) n 26 iugust, 2d Dottalion, 8th Covalry was released OPCON
to the ist Brigade leaving IZ Carol to the control of 3d Brigade and 2d
Dattalion, 5th Cevalry. The Brigade AO was altered at this time with
2d Dzttalion, 8th Cuvalry'!s former A0 being divided east and west between
the 24 Brigade and the 34 Brigade.

(7) The evening of 8 September and early morning of 9 September
brought renewed enemy activity in the vicinity of IZ Nancy. Approximately
200 individuals, rice carriers/NVi, were sighted and engaged by units of
the 24 Dattalion, 12th Cavalry throughout the evening. Despite extensive
use of artillery, ARA and flareships, a first light recon revealed negative
eneryy casualties, A questioning of villagers in the area gave evidence
that at least 20 enemy were carried off the battlefield by comrades. As
2 result of this activity, night cormbat patrols were established in the

b. Operation Coranche Falls, designated Lam Son 261 by the 1st Regimeu. .
1st Division (ARVN), was conceived as a result of activity and intelligencs
noted in Base fArea 101 which indicated that all three battalions of 812th
NVi Regiment and the 814th Dattalion (K-14) were located within the
boundaries of Base Arca 101. The mission was to destroy enemy forces,
caches and bunker complexes in this area prior to the arrival cf the
northeast ronsoon. To accomplish this task, the Blackhorse Drigade used
a corbined force of elements of the 1st Cavalry Division (/drmobile), the
1st Reginment, 1st Division (ARVN) and the 1-11th RF Dattalion from fuang
Tri. 'The plan was to use four mmneuver battalions with two battalions
forming a ground screening force while C Troop 1~9th Cavalry and the 24
Brigede Scouts provided air screen on all sides of the operation, Artillery,
LRA and Alr Force support were avzilable on call,

(1) 3d Squadren, 5th Armored Cavalry and 2d Dettalion, 12th .
Cavalry cuntinued operation Jeb Stuart III in their AO's with 3d Souadron,
5th Armored Cevalry providing security for Wunder Deach, LZ Hardcore,
Skyking Highway and Highway 555. They continued to have one company(~)
CPCUN frem 24 Battalion, 12th Cavalry for security of IZ Herdeore, a
company OFCON from either 1st or 3d Irigades for security of Wunder Beach,
and D Troop, 1st Dattalion, 9th Cavalry OPCON &s a maneuver troop, 2d
Battalion, 12th Cavalry continued security of LZ Mancy while providing
one cumpany on standby as a RRF for 1st Bettalion, 7th Cavalry in their
blocking misgsion. 1St Battalion, 5th Cavaelry continued to operate with
two companies in their AO with CP at IZ Barbara. They continued to supply
one company OPCUN to 2d Brigade for security of IZ Jane.

(2) The operation began 11/0700 September 1968 with the air assault
of the four maneuver battalions along the southwest houndary of Nase Area
101. 1st Dattalion, 8th Cavalry composed of A, B and D Companies and
D Company, 2d Dettalion, 12th Cavalry OFCON, assaulted into the southwest
end of the line, They were followed by 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry, composed
of A and D Conmpenies with C and D Companies 2d Dattalion, 5th ‘Cavalry
UPCON, who assaulted to the scutheast of 1st Dattalion, 8th Cavalry.

These two bettalions were followed by the 3d DBattalion, 1st ARVN Regiment
and the ist Dattalicn, 1st JRVN Regiment, ; o

(3) (nce this was accomplished, the 1st Dattalion, 7th Cavalry,
cerposed of A, B and C Companies were air assaulted into positions on the
northeest (B Company, 1st DBattalion, 7th Cavelry) and the southeast (&
and C Companies, {st Dattalion, 7th Cavalry) portions of DBese /fres 101,

B Company, 1st Dattalion, 7th Cavelry then secured 1Z's for the three
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companies of 1-11 RF Dattalion from Quang Tri, These two battalions
estcblished screening and trail interdiction operations in cocrdinatien

with the maneuver battalions., C Troop, 1st Dattalion, 9th Cavalry established
their air screening operations on the flanks and rear arees of the maneuver
battalions while the 2d Drigade Sccuts esteblished screening operations

t¢ the northeast and ferwerd of the maneuver battalicns,

(4) The four maneuver battalions sttacked on order to the north-
¢ast into Base /rea 101. Contact with the enemy was lirht the first day
cf the operation but picked up as the four battalions proceeded ncrtheast.
Ly 16 September the operction had acccunted for 75 NVi KIi, capturing 37
small arms, 2 crew served wecpons, 1,179 large caliber rounds, 11,102
rounds small arms ammo, 109 hand grenade/mines and destroying 271 bunkers
and 82 hootches. )

(5) 16 Septerber 1968, 1st Dattalion, 8th Cavelry ccmpleted their
line of merch through Dase Area 101. It was then decided to swine this
elerent and attack to the southeast. This move was intended to drive the
eneny back toward the advancing ARVN units, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry also
having c¢ompleted their merch through Dase jrea 101, Cn 17 September, 1st
Battalion, 8th Cavalry started their move to the scutheast while 1st Dattalicn
5th Cavalry conducted a seerch and clear operation with A and C Companies,
1st Dattalion, 5th Covelry air asszulting to IZ2's north of IZ Darbara and
reving northwest, D Company, 1st Besttalion, 5th Cavalry and D Company,

24 Battelion, 5th Cevalry (OPCON) air assaulted to the northwest of thess
two ccnmpanies and mioved scutheast, E Company, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry
operated in blocking positions north of L2 Darbara, Usually reliesble
intelligence indicated t¢ Division Headquarters that this area contained
either an enery headquarters or troop conecentration. It was decided to
exploit this information using 1st Dettalion, 5th Cavalry, lMeanwhile, G
Coripany, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry wcs released CFCUN from 1st Battalion,
5th Cavalry, and went UPCCON to 34 Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry for security.

(6) While these operstions were heing conducted, fst Battalion,
7th Cavalry used A and I Compsnies on air assaults to the southeast of
IZ Darbera outside of Dase Area. 101 on 18 September., This again was the
result of usually reliable intelligence of enemy activity along a ridge
line in that area, s0 the decision w:s rmde by Division Headcuarters to
check this area out. C Cempany, 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry and C Company,
2d Dettalion, 12th Cavelry cuntinued their blocking missicn along with
the three companies of the RF Battalion.

(7) 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry continued to move to the southeast
until 18/1200 September 1968, when they were released (PCUN to ist Dripade
by direction of Division Headguarters. On that dey the meneuvering ARVN
Dattolions accounted for 22 NVA KI4 along with 6 small arms, 3 crew served
weapons and 11,040 lerge caliber rounds captured.

(8) 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry in their ten day operation accounted
for 23 WA KIi as well as capturing 20 small arms, 1 crew served weapon,
1,089 rounds small arms ammo, 74 large caliber rounds and 15 hand grenade/
mines.  _ ;

(3) Operations in and around Base Area 101 by 1st Cavalry Division
units continued as Comanche Falls/Lam Son 261 until 02/1200 Cotober 1968,
The totals for this operation were: 269 Wi KIA, 135 S/A CIf, 12 C/S Wpms
CLas 3,115 Lg Cal Rds CIi, 36,797 Rds S/A Jmro CIA. The last OPCON unit,
B Company, 1st Dattalion, 7th Cavalry returmed OFCON to 1st Dattalion,
Tth Cavalry on 3 Cetcber 1968. The 1st Regiment (ARVN) continued operaticns
in Bose Area 101 under operation Lam Son 261, while the 2d Drigade cormenced
operction Comanche Falls Phase /IT,

(10) The Brigade CP mcved to IZ Mancy cn 26 September, keeping cne
company of 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry at 12 Jane for secarity.

(11) At 1120 hours 2 Cetober 1968, 2d Tattalion, 5th Cavalry became
CPOUN to 24 Drigade with three companies air lifting to LZ Nancy; one
compony air lifting to IZ Hardcore beccurine CFCUN to 3d Squadron, 5th -
irrored Cavalry for security and the rclief of I Company, 2d Dattaliaon,
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12th Cavalry, ond one company remaining UPCON to 3d lrigade until 3 Cetober
when it cir lifted to IZ Noncy. 2d Dattalion, 12th Cavalry besen their
deployment to their new 40 in the mountainous scuthwest portion of the
Drigade 4V with 3 conpenies air assaulting on 2 Octcber, Two compenies

cf 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry with C Company, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry
and B Company, 1st Dattalicn, Tth Cavelry CFC(N, continued seeurity of 12
Nency, bridges on QL-1 and opsrations in their AU arcund 1Z Meney., (n 3
Cctober, C Company, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavaelry and L Company, 1st Tattalion,
7th Cavalry returned OPCUN t« their respective battalions snd 24 IDattalion,
12th Cavalry began ccnstructicn of a new firebase, IZ Davis, in their new
40. C Company, 2d Qattalion, 12th Cavalry continued security of 1Z Mancy
and gained CPCN B ompeny, 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry for that mission as
well as 1 platcon of C Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry for security
¢f the bridges on Ql-1.

(12) At 1200 hours 5 October, the one ccmpany of 1st Dattalion,
5th Cavalry at LZ Jane became CPCCN to 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry. it 18C0
hours 2d Ba.ttal‘lon, 5th Cavalry assumed the responsibility for the security
and operations in the ncrtheast central AC from 2d Dattalion, 12th Cavalry
as their responsibility shif‘t.ad entirely to their new 4O to the southwest.

¢. With the disruption of the WL/VC base area in Dase Area 101,
Cperation Comanche Falls Phase II began 02/1200 Cetober 1968. This
operation was intended to pursue the enemy into¢ his remcte base areas to
the scuthwest and at the same time interdict rice routes tc the lowlands.
Corcnche Falls I succeeded in denying the enemy his forward support base
area and disrupted his communications. Comanche Falls II made extensive
use of Division IRHP's and battalion recon teams to fix the enemy and
nake quick reaction tc intelligence gothered.

(1) (n 5 Cetober, A Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cevelry cordcned
a village, vicinity of YD 515492, while 3 companies of RF's searched and
cleared the village, B Troop picked up 1 RF Company at YD 505500, blocked
to the aauthwast, vicinity of YD 488489 to YD 505500, 2 RF Companies
(Hai Iang) air assaulted at 0630 to IZ's at YD L8245 and YD 482485, searched
and cleared northeast into B Trocp, 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry
blocking positions.

(2) A and C Companies, 2d Dattalion, 5th Csvalry conducted a
simltaneous night air assault into IZ's Alpha, Iravo, Charlie and 1, 2 '
and 3 respectively. A Compeny ccrdened cbjective and sécured on IZ for
one platoon of National Pclice who searched the village, C Company
provided a screening force on the west side of the river and searched
the village within its zone, (ne platoon was designated as a reaction
force on 15 pinute standby. Results: 2 enemy KIi, 9 Fi's, 14 detainses,
7 individual wespons CIA, 2,500 pounds of rice CIi. \._‘

(3) The 4th Dattaliuvn, 1st Regiment, 1st ARVN Division, while on
a search and clear mission ¢n 8 (etober, vieinity of IZ Idaho, ran into
an unknown size enermy force., DResults: 8 WA KIA, 1 crew served weapon
CIA, 16 individual weapons CIA, 10 hand grenade/mines CIA and 435 large
caliber rounds CIA. E Comapny, 2d Dattalicn, 5th Cavalry air assaulted
at 0705 hours on the same day tc YD 491423 resulting in 4,000 pounds of
rice Cli.

(4) E Company, 2d Dattalion, 17th Cavalry while on a search mid "~
clear cperations on 13 (ctober had the following results: 1 WAiKIA and =T
2,760 rcunds small arms ammo Cli. Ab the same time E Company, 1st Dattalion.
5th Cavalry, patrolling north of IZ Darbara in the vicinity of YD 326347
mde centact with the eneny resulting in 2 NVA KIA, 1 individual wezpon
ClLi, 25 rounds smnll arms ammo CIA.

(5) The 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry operating to the ncrth of the
K-6 Dattalicn base area on 27 Cctober killed cne enemy, captured 2 individual.
weapons and picked up & Chisv Hod frem the K-6 Cattalion, whoe conflrmad
%
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that the K-6 Dattalion was back in the area,

the K-6 and K-5 Dattalion base areas by !

Uperations ¢n the 28th in
%% Dattalion, 5th Cavalry, with

elements of the 2d Dattalion, 5th C:.valr:y UFCUN, resulted in 3 eneny KId,

2 individual weapons CIA, 94 bunkers and 8 hoct.ches destroyed,

Drigade

Scauts picked up a Chieu Hoi in the middle of the old K~6 Dattalion base

. area, from the Hoi Lang security force,
of the K-6 Dattalion in the area.
found &
the area, when artillery supported them.

He further ccnfirmed the presence

2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry elements _
2. large number of blowdy bandages and clothing while moving through

In the pledmont area the 1st

Dettalion, 5th Cavalry cagtured 4 NVA rice carriers, from the 32 jid
Station, K-8 Dattalion, C-2 Transportation Company, 7th Frunt and the
88th Hospital, Fast of Davis Hill, 2d Dattalion, 1st ARVN Regiment killzd
2 Wi and captured 9 individual weapons, 3 crew served weapons and 102
rounds of 82mm mortar, é0mm mortar and B-40 rcckets, also 40 uniforms,

(6) The 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry coentinuzd tc make contact on
the 29%th of October, killing 2 NVA and capturing 2 AK-47's, 1 radio with
power pack, and 807 documents, A belt was ceptured on which C-1 K-6 was
scratched. At 1900 hours 29 Cctober, tst Dattelion, 77th Armor became
UPCLN to the 3d Squadr:n, 5th Armored Cavalry,

(7) O 30 October, C Company, ist Dats a.lion, 11th Infantry air
lifted to IZ Nancy, closed at 1230 hours, and besame OPCUN to 2d Tattelion,
5th Cavalry at 1700 hours, A Conmpany, 4th Datialion, 12th Cavalry became
CPCON to 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry, D3 Company, 1st Dattalion, 61st Infan®:
(Mechanized) closed IZ Nancy at 2120 hcurs. Headquarters Company, 1st
Lattalion, 77th Armor closed LZ Nancy at 2120 hours, OFCON to 2d Drigade.

(¢) Contact continued against a small size enemy element on the

31st of etober,
found ond destroyed.

10 bunkers were destrcyed, 25 82m mortar rounds were
(n two occasions 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry engaged

enery mortar crews with artillery as they were attempting to set up, in

ambush resulted in 2 enemy possibly WIA.

In the piedmont, 2d Dattalion,

5th Cavalry cartured a seriously wounded enermy who was shot during the

previous night,
(9)

Headquarters Cempany, 3d Squadron, 5th fArmored Cavalry departed

Wunder Deach 31/1615 and closed 1Z Evans 1710 hours, becoming CFCUN to

the 1st Cavalry Division.

(10) Tctal enemy losses for Comanche Falla Phase II/lam Son 261

frcem 2 October to 31 Cctober:

KIA 53

POW 6

Chieu Hoi (Rtn) 5

5/A 124,

c/s 10

S/A Rds 22,654

I1g Cal Rds 2,041 :
Mines 136 -

Dunkers 192 v

Hoot ches 95

(11) Total enemy losses for Jeb Stuart III and Comanche Fa.lls/
Iam Son 261 from 1 August to 31 Cetcber:

.\I

KI& 480 s

PO , 21 '
Chieu Hoi (Rtn) 2
Civ Def 85 " 5
S/A 328 '
c/S 37

S/A Rds 65,411

Ig Col Rds 5,820

He/Mines 263

Rice 39.25 Tons

Sampans 10
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